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Marguerite O’Connor, M.Ed.
Certified Funeral Celebrant, Professional Speaker & Author

“Remembering the Relationship”

What is a Funeral Celebrant?

A funeral celebrant is a person who is trained and certified to work with

bereaved families to plan a personal memorialization of their loved ones. The service focuses on the life of the individual and significant people, accomplishments and values.

Who Selects a Funeral Celebrant? A Person Who…
· Requests a personalized memorial, funeral or celebration of life service.
· Wants a customized humanistic, spiritual or religious service.
· Chooses an environmentally friendly designed service.
· Invites family and friends to participate in the service.
· Organizes their end of life service and concerns in a pre-arrangement.
· Feels that an Interfaith service is appropriate.
· Self describes as atheist, agnostic, or unaffiliated with organized religion.
· Believes that the service should honor the deceased and help the survivors cope.
· Chooses to celebrate an anniversary or special date, even years after the death.
· Struggles with complicated grief issues, feels stuck or disenfranchised.
· Is dedicating a marker or monument or needs to be compassionately supported.
· Wants the service in a funeral home, cemetery, home, restaurant, banquet hall or golf course.
· Wants a meaningful military service or help telling the story about the person.
· Is donating their body to medical research or scientific study.
· Chooses to acknowledge the loss of their pet.
· Wants a traditional funeral service, cremation or a fusion funeral service.
· Wants guidance, ideas or resources to customize the service of remembrance. (selecting readings, coaching speakers, candlelighting)
· Needs someone to listen, to write and to deliver the eulogy or to emcee.
· Seeks assistance in navigating family dynamics.
· Believes that during times of sadness, appropriate humor helps heal.
· Is in hospice care or has a life limiting condition.
· Wants a service that reflects the personality and lifestyle of the loved one.
· Believes in the value of healthy ritual.
· Regrets not having had a service at the time of the loss.
How Do I Arrange for a Celebrant?

· Call the Celebrant directly.
· Ask your Funeral Director/ Cemetery Counselor to contact the celebrant for you.


My celebrant fee is comparable to a clergy stipend and includes interviewing friends and family, service and committal. The celebrant should be contacted as soon as possible in order to receive the maximum benefit from celebrant guidance and participation.
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